MISSION:

ORES is a one-stop shop to pefforma
comprehensive environmental review &
permitting of major renewable energy
and electric transmission facilities in New
York State. Originally created under the
Accelerated Renewable Energy Growth
and Community Benefit Act in 2020 and
expanded through the 2024 Renewable
Action Through Project Interconnection
and Deployment (RAPID) Act, ORES
helps the state meet its infrastructure &
clean energy goals while protecting the
environment and involving communities.

KEY OBJECTIVES:

Streamlined Process: A consistent, coordinated &
efficient environmental review of major renewable

energy & electric transmission facilities.

Timely Decisions: Known timelines & responsible
decisions with input from local communities.

Balanced Approach: Balances transparency,
environmental, and community protection with the need

for an efficient process.
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SITING APPLICATION PROCESS:
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Pre-Application:

Developers meet with local officials and
announce plans 60 days before applying to
inform and engage the community.

Application Submission:

Applications address local laws, health,
safety, and environmental impacts.

ORES reviews applications within 60 days,
requesting more info if needed.

Public Participation: is
60-day public comment period starts
with a draft permit.

Public hearings gather community
feedback.

Issue Resolution: — ! —

Administrative Law Judges review public
comments & petitions and resolve issues
through a formal adjudicatory process.

Final Decision:

ORES issues a final permit or denial,
considering all factors.

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

Comprehensive Reviews:
Ensures alignment with the State’s

renewable energy objectives while
protecting the environment and
considering social, community,
public safety, economic benefits,
and environmental factors.

Environmental Protection:
Developers must avoid,
minimize, and mitigate
environmental impacts.

Compliance Monitoring:
Ensures projects follow environmental

rules. Projects are required to have
full-time independent environmental
monitors. Additionally, ORES and DEC
staff inspect all projects.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Cleaner Environment:
Reduces carbon emissions and
improves air quality.

Job Creation:

Projects create construction and long-
term jobs.

Economic Growth:
Boosts local economies through taxes,
agreements and new grid infrastructure

GET INVOLVED

Who is ORES?:

ORES staff consists of subject matter
experts in wildlife and wetland biology,
engineering, visual impacts, and
cultural resources, working closely with
attorneys and others to thoroughly
evaluate proposed projects. Most ORES
staff have many years of experience
working on their subject matter in both
the private and public sectors.

Participate:

Share your views at public
hearings and comment periods.

Stay Informed:

Visit https://dps.ny.gov/about-ores
for updates.

Contact ORES:

Email ores@dps.ny.gov or call (518)474-
7080.
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