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(The meeting commenced at 2:00 p.m.)

CHAIR MITCHELL: Good afternoon. My
name is Tammy Mitchell. I am the Director of the
Office of Energy System Planning and Performance at
the New York State Department of Public Service. |
have been designated to serve as the alternate
representing the Chair of the New York State Board on
Electric Generation Siting and the Environment, or as
it 1s also known, the Siting Board. 1 call this
meeting of the Siting Board to order.

Before moving to the agenda, 1 would
like to introduce the alternates representing the
permanent members of the Siting Board. When I call
your name, please confirm that you are present.

Kevin Malone, alternate representing the Commissioner
of the Department of Health.

COMMISSIONER MALONE: Present.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mark Sanza, alternate
representing the Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Conservation.

COMMISSIONER SANZA: Present.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Vincent Ravaschiere,
alternate representing the Commissioner of the New

York State Department of Economic Development.
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COMMISSIONER RAVASCHIERE: Present.

CHAIR MITCHELL: And John Williams,
alternate representing the Chair of the New York
State Energy Research and Development Authority.

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS: Present.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Secretary Phillips,
are there any changes to the agenda?

SECRETARY PHILLIPS: There are no
changes to the agenda.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Thank you. We will
begin with Case 19-F-0299, Application of the
Excelsior Energy Center, L.L.C. for a Certificate of
Environmental Compatibility in Public Need Pursuant
to Article 10 of the Public Service Law for
Construction of a Solar Electric Generating Facility
in the Town of Byron, Genesee County.

Presented by Jessie Shaw, Assistant
Counsel i1n the Office of General Counsel, Department
of Public Service. Marina Chaudari and Jason Zehr
are available for questions. Jessie, please begin.

MS. SHAW: Thank you. Good afternoon,
Chair-designee Mitchell and members of the Board.
Before you today is a draft order granting a petition

for an amendment of the Certificate of Environmental
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Compatibility and Public Need with conditions granted
to Excelsior Energy Center, L.L.C. through the
Board"s April 6th, 2022 order.

The certificate authorized Excelsior
Energy to construct and operate a solar electric
generating facility with the generation capacity of
up to 280 megawatts located in the Town of Byron,
Genesee County. The project also includes commercial
scale solar arrays, access roads, lay down and
staging areas, iInverters, fencing, buried electric
collection lines, an energy storage system, a
collection substation, and electrical i1nterconnection
facilities.

On May 5th, 2025, Excelsior Energy
filed 1ts petition to amend the certificate seeking
to modify the project layout to include four new
parcels of land that were not included in the
original certificate order. The Secretary to the
Siting Board consulted with the Department of Public
Service staff, the Department of Environmental
Conservation, and Department of Health, before
issuing a May 19, 2025 letter concluding that the
proposed amendment would not result in a significant

increase in adverse environmental Impacts as compared
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to the certificated project. Therefore, the proposed
modification did not constitute a revision that would
require hearing under the regulations.

Excelsior Energy explains that the
modified project layout i1s needed to reduce the
routing of collection lines In town and state owned
rights of way. The modified layout would reduce
collection line routing iIn these public rights of way
from approximately 5,658 feet to approximately 1,579
feet. In issuing the certificate, the Siting Board
determined that the project would meet all the
statutory requirements for certification under Public
Service Law Article 10. The additional four land
parcels included 1in the modified layout will not
cause an iIncrease In adverse environmental impacts as
compared to the certificated project, and instead
will reduce impacts to publicly owned rights of way.

Additionally, the proposed
construction methods in the amendment petition are
consistent with the requirements of the certificate.
Specifically, Excelsior Energy states it will use
horizontal directional drilling, open trenching, and
cable plowing, and will follow the New York State

Department of Agriculture and Market Guidelines for
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solar energy projects to reduce Impacts to
agricultural areas. The use of horizontal
directional drilling will also avoid impacts to
wetlands and streams. Therefore, there will be no
permanent -- Increase In permanent impacts as a
result of this modification.

An individual submitted a public
comment on the amendment petition on April 8th, 2025,
raising concerns over the public notice that was
posted in the local newspaper, and generally stating
that the project should be constructed underground.
The Department of Public Service staff reviewed the
public notice and determined i1t complied with the
notice requirements iIn Article 10 of the Public
Service Law. Specifically, the newspaper notice
included a summary of the proposed changes, contact
information of the certificate holder, instructions
on where to view the amendment petition, and a
statement that public comments on the amendment
petition may be submitted within 30 days of the
petition®s filing. Therefore, the draft order finds
that the public notice meets all applicable statutory
and regulatory requirements.

Further, the draft order clarifies
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that the collection line in the amendment petition
will be constructed underground, and no overhead
structures will be constructed as a result of this
amendment.

Accordingly, the draft order before
you approves the petition for amendment. This
approval does not relieve Excelsior Energy of the
need to comply with the terms, conditions,
limitations or modifications of the construction and
operation of the facility authorized iIn the
certificate. This concludes my presentation, and we
are available for any questions you may have. Thank
you.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Thank you, Jessie. |1
have no questions or comments on the draft order.
Let me turn to my fellow board members for any
comments or questions.

Mr. Malone?

COMMISSIONER MALONE: No comments or
questions.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Sanza?

COMMISSIONER SANZA: No questions or
comments.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Ravaschiere?
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COMMISSIONER RAVASCHIERE: No
questions or comments.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Williams?

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS: No questions
or comments.

CHAIR MITCHELL: I now call for a
vote. My own vote is in favor of the recommendation
as described.

Mr. Malone, how do you vote?

COMMISSIONER MALONE: 1 vote i1n favor.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Sanza?

COMMISSIONER SANZA: In favor.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Ravaschiere?

COMMISSIONER RAVASCHIERE: In favor.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Mr. Williams?

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS: In favor.

CHAIR MITCHELL: The order is
approved, and the recommendations therein are
adopted.

Secretary Phillips, is there anything
further to come before us today?

SECRETARY PHILLIPS: There is nothing
further.

CHAIR MITCHELL: Thank you. We are
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adjourned.

(The meeting concluded at 2:08 p.m.)
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2 STATE OF NEW YORK
3 I, MONIQUE HINES, do hereby certify that the foregoing was
4 reported by me, in the cause, at the time and place, as
5 stated in the caption hereto, at Page 1 hereof; that the
6 foregoing typewritten transcription, consisting of pages
7 number 1 to 9, inclusive, Is a true record prepared by
8 Associated Reporters Int"l., Inc. from materials provided
9 by me.
10 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto
11 subscribed my name, this the 2nd day of July, 2025.
12
13 MONIQUE HINES, Reporter
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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